Dominant Histories, Alternative Histories: Otherness, Marginality,

and the Promises of Countercultural Dissent in One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest
Much has been said and written about the historical status of Ken Kesey’s One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest as an epochal novel that far transcends the realm of the “purely literary”: A testimony of rare historical relevance inasmuch as it both documented and determined the first stirrings of dissent that were to animate the subversive spirit of the sixties, culminating in a cultural revolution of far-reaching societal import. Retrospectively immortalized in Tom Wolfe’s The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test (1968) and Miloš Forman’s film version of the novel (1975), the interrelated questions of otherness, marginality, and (counter)cultural dissent figure at the center of Kesey’s magnum opus, which this course proposes to explore by analyzing two dialectical poles at work in the novel:

· The emergent forces of dissent represented by Bromden’s assertion of another narrative/history (the voice of ethnic difference, of ecological reason), and Mcmurphy’s promise of a social order based on the affirmation of creative difference and a redefined conception of social relations;

· The dominant but deeply dysfunctional forces of conformity embodied in the normative logic of the Clinical Institution—a microcosm for “the system” (“The Combine”), a complex structure centered upon the principle of “adjustment” to the dominant social order.
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